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Hallowe’en Happenings

       There will be two days of fun and things that go bump in the night this autumn.   On 31 October from 

       2.00 pm to 4.00 pm at the Portballintrae Boat Club there will be a children’s fancy-dress party with 

       entertainment and many surprises.  On 1 November, there will be a fireworks display 8.00 pm at the main

       bay at and followed by a raffle and entertainment at Sweeney’s Wine Bar for the adults. For more party

       Information contact: Suzanne Mortimer at 20732685.  For raffle tickets call:  Brian Beesley 20731986
Christmas Lights Turn On and Fun

On Saturday 8 December 2007, there will be laughter, music and all types of fun when Santa Claus arrives in Portballintrae 
to turn on the lights of the village Christmas tree.  Thanks go to Coleraine Borough Council for providing the tree, lights and other goodies 
as well as to Portballintrae Boat Club for providing the location for the tree and festivities. Ballytober Primary School choir will be there 
to help with the Xmas cheer.  Everyone is welcome.  The festivities will start at 3:30 pm at the harbour.

EHS Official Bathing Beach Status update

The Environment and Heritage Service took water samples from two locations this summer in our quest for designated bathing 
beach status.  The sites were at the Main Bay and the Salmon Rock (former Beach Hotel beach). The Main Bay failed twice 
to gain excellent status, receiving only good water status and the Salmon Rock failed 5 times, again getting only good water quality 
status. Due to low visitor usage of beaches (poor weather) and water quality not being of excellent quality, we have failed to be 
designated as official bathing beaches for this year.

Excellent water quality means the sample met the Directive’s most stringent Guideline Standards. These are: Total Coliforms no more 
than 500 per 100ml of water

Faecal Coliforms no more than 100 per 100ml of water: annually 80% of samples must meet these standards 

Faecal Streptococci no more than 100 per 100ml of water: annually 90% of samples must meet this standard

       Good water quality means the weekly sample meets the following EC Mandatory standards: 10,000 total 

       coliforms per 100 ml of water and 2,000 Faecal Coliforms per 100 ml of water: annually 95% of samples          

       taken must meet these standards.
Portballintrae Sewerage System Update 

We met with Coleraine Borough Council and representatives from NI Water. NI Water is now advertising for the contractors.  
Full planning permission is to be applied for in November 2007 and work is to commence in June/July 2008 and finish at the end of 2009. 
The plan includes the pumping of Portballintrae effluent and storm runoff to Bushmills WWTW, which will be upgraded to tertiary treatment because of the Bush salmon river designation.  The plant is expected to carry a population load of up to 10,000.  We expressed our
hope that the timetable for works does not slip again.

Vibrant Villages Programme
On 4th September four representatives of the Association met with Yvonne Breen and John Kelly from Rural Development Council at their request.  The International Fund for Ireland is funding the Vibrant Villages Programme until June 2008 and the RDC hopes to work with us to offer support and to try to move forward the identified needs, i.e. play park, signage and environmental improvements that are not incorporated in the village hall project. To get this support they require us to undertake Good Relations training, which is an IFI requirement.  Details of this were not yet known, but it was stressed that it should be relevant to Portballintrae as we have different problems from the other villages in the project.  RDC are aware of the other commitments in the village, which will be time-consuming for the residents. 

Subsequently a letter was received from John Kelly outlining various elements of the training programme, including attendance at accredited courses and networking with residents from the other two communities involved in the Vibrant Villages programme. The first part of the programme includes a trip to Stormont on 12 October to meet with our local representatives.

       Anyone interested in participating can contact us at info@portballintrae.net
Portballintrae Village Hall Update

The Village Hall/Shop project is now at the planning stage.  We are hoping that it will be possible to break

ground this autumn for completion by June 2008.  We have received funding from Coleraine Borough Council and the RDC through Peace II funding and the IFI.

Giants Causeway Visitor Centre

The Residents’ Association has taken the position it is in the best interest of  the people of Northern Ireland that the visitor centre stays in public ownership.  You can make your views known by writing to the ministers involved. Nigel Dodds, Minister DETI, Department of Enterprise, Trade and Investment, Netherleigh Massey Avenue Belfast, BT4 2JP and Arlene Foster, Minister DOE, Clarence Court, 10-18 Adelaide Street, Belfast, BT2 8GB
Get Well Wishes

Get well wishes for speedy recoveries go out to our vice-chairman Ken Parkes, former chairperson Fran Milligan and long time member Jo McMillan.  You are all very much missed.

Make Friends and have some fun: Volunteers Needed

As we are working on many new and exciting events and projects, more people are needed to get involved to bring it all to fruition. If you can spare any time please contact Suzanne Mortimer (Secretary) Tel: 028 20732685 or email secretary@portballinrae.net  or Ian Binnie (Chairman) Tel: 028 20731567 or email chairman@portballintrae.net.  You can also fill in the form below and send it to Suzanne Mortimer, Secretary, Portballintrae Residents’ Association, 34 Benbane Park, Portballintrae, BT57 8BP

Portballintrae Resident Association Membership and Meetings
Any full or part time residents of Portballintrae, including caravan owners, are eligible to join the Association.  The annual fee, which is due in September, is £5 per member.  To join just fill out the form below and send it with your membership fee to: Brian Beesley, Treasurer, Portballintrae Residents’ Association, 15 Benbane Park, Portballintrae, BT57 8BP Tel: 028 20731986 or come to the next meeting.

Meetings are held on the second Monday of the month (except July and August).  All residents, full and part-time are welcome to attend.  For more info contact Suzanne Mortimer at 028 20532685 or email at secretary@portballintrae.net. 





Membership/Volunteer Form

Name

Address (Portballintrae)

Address (Other, if part-time resident)

Contact Tel: 

Email:

Volunteer     ______

Membership ______ Please enclose £5 per member (make cheques payable to         

                                           Portballintrae Residents’ Association)
Printed with grant aid from Coleraine Borough Council Community development grant and distributed with the kind generosity of Portballintrae Volunteers
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